
   1    

AMERICA’S UNIQUELY LETHAL  
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROBLEM

GUNS AND  
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN





TABLE OF CONTENTS

2 Executive Summary

4 Domestic Abusers and Guns

5 The Laws of Domestic Violence and Guns

10 Recommendations

11 Appendix: State Domestic Violence Laws

31 Endnotes



LIKE MANY WOMEN WHO SUFFER DOMESTIC ABUSE, Zina Daniel had endured 

\HDUV�RI�HVFDODWLQJ�DWWDFNV�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�ȴQDOO\�VRXJKW�D�
restraining order. Under federal law, this prohibited her husband 

IURP�EX\LQJ�RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��DQG�IRU�JRRG�UHDVRQ��Ȋ+LV�
threats terrorize my every waking moment,” she wrote in her 

SHWLWLRQ��Ȋ+H�VDLG�KH�ZRXOG�NLOO�PH�LI�Ζ�OHIW�KLP�RU�HYHQ�FRQWDFWHG�
the police.”1 

=LQDȇV�IHDU�ZDV�MXVWLȴHG��WZR�GD\V�ODWHU�KHU�KXVEDQG�H[SORLWHG�
a loophole in our nation’s laws and bought a gun from an unli-

censed seller on the website Armslist.com, evading a background 

check. Three days later Zina was dead.

America’s weak gun laws failed Zina, just as they fail countless oth-

HU�$PHULFDQ�ZRPHQ�HDFK�\HDU��ΖQ�WKHRU\��WKHVH�ODZV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�
to protect women in Zina’s circumstances, by keeping guns out of 

the hands of domestic abusers. But in practice, the laws are poor-

O\�GHȴQHG�DQG�SRRUO\�HQIRUFHG��DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV�DUH�DV�SUHGLFWDEOH�
as they are devastating. Women in the United States are eleven 

times more likely to be murdered with guns than women in other 

high-income countries.2 When it comes to gun violence, the most 

dangerous place for a woman in the developed world is America.

'RPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�LQ�$PHULFD�LV�WR�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�GHJUHH�D�SUREOHP�
of gun violence. Over the past 25 years, more intimate partner ho-

micides in the U.S. have been committed with guns than with all 

other weapons combined.3 And people with a history of commit-

WLQJ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�DUH�ȴYH�WLPHV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
PXUGHU�DQ�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�ZKHQ�D�ȴUHDUP�LV�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�4 

At the same time, an astonishing share of gun violence in America 

is driven by domestic violence. More than half of women mur-

dered  with guns in the U.S. in 2011 — at least 53 percent — were 

killed by intimate partners or family members.5 And forthcoming 

research by Everytown for Gun Safety establishes that this is also 

WUXH�IRU�PDVV�VKRRWLQJV��LQ����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�PDVV�VKRRWLQJV�
between January 2009 and June 2014, the perpetrator killed an 

intimate partner or family member.6 

%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�ULVN�WKDW�ȴUHDUPV�SRVH�ZKHQ�WKH\�LQWHUVHFW�ZLWK�
domestic violence, a series of federal and state laws aim to keep 

guns out of the hands of the most dangerous domestic violence 

RHQGHUV��7KH�VWURQJHVW�ODZV�SURKLELW�GRPHVWLF�DEXVHUV�DQG�
VWDONHUV�IURP�EX\LQJ�RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�JXQV��UHTXLUH�EDFNJURXQG�
checks for all gun sales, and create processes to ensure that 

abusers and stalkers surrender the guns already in their posses-

sion. 

When these laws are on the books and enforced properly, they 

VDYH�OLYHV��ΖQ�WKH�SDVW�VL[WHHQ�\HDUV��WKH�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN�V\VWHP�
has kept hundreds of thousands of guns out of abusers’ hands 

and prevented countless crimes.� $QG�LQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�EDFN-

ground checks for all handgun sales, there are 38 percent fewer 

women shot to death by intimate partners.8

But because of loopholes in these laws and failures to enforce 

WKHP��WKH\�GR�WRR�OLWWOH�WR�FXUE�WKH�XQLTXHO\�OHWKDO�$PHULFDQ�SURE-

lem of guns and violence against women. Four gaps in the law are 

SDUWLFXODUO\�KDUPIXO�

EXECUTIVE  
SUMMARY



• First, federal law does nothing to keep guns out of the 
hands of abusive dating partners or convicted stalkers. 
The federal laws prohibiting domestic abusers from buying or 

owning guns do not apply to dangerous people convicted of 

PLVGHPHDQRU�VWDONLQJ�RHQVHV�RU�WR�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUVȃHYHQ�
though more women in the U.S. are killed by their dating 

partners than by their spouses.9�ΖQ�(YHU\WRZQȇV�DQDO\VLV�RI�
mass shootings, 25 percent of perpetrators that targeted an 

intimate partner had never married them nor had a child to-

JHWKHU��DQG�WKXV�ZRXOG�QRW�OLNHO\�TXDOLI\�DV�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�
under current law.

• Second, in 35 states, state law does not prohibit all 
people convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence 
crimes and all people subject to restraining orders 
from buying or using guns.10 So while domestic abusers 

in those states cannot possess guns under federal law, local 

law enforcement and prosecutors do not have the tools they 

need to enforce those restrictions.

• Third, federal law (and the law in most states) allows 
domestic abusers and stalkers to easily evade gun pro-
hibitions by purchasing guns from unlicensed, private 
sellers. )HGHUDO�ODZ�RQO\�UHTXLUHV�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�IRU�JXQ�
VDOHV�DW�OLFHQVHG�GHDOHUV��6L[WHHQ�VWDWHV�UHTXLUH�FKHFNV�RQ�DOO�
handgun sales, but in the remaining states, prohibited abus-

ers seeking to avoid a background check have little trouble 

purchasing a gun from an unlicensed seller they meet online 

or at a gun show. Prohibited domestic abusers are well aware 

of this loophole—and have taken advantage of it to deadly 

HHFW��ΖQ�D�ȴUVW�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�LOOHJDO�RQOLQH�JXQ�
VDOHV��0D\RUV�$JDLQVW�ΖOOHJDO�*XQV�IRXQG�WKDW���RI���SURKLELW-
ed purchasers seeking guns online had a domestic violence 

arrest.

• Finally, forty-one states do not require all prohibited 
domestic abusers to relinquish guns they already own. 
Without a clear law on the books that provides an enforce-

DEOH�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK�RHQGHUV�UHOLQTXLVK�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��LW�LV�
too easy for dangerous abusers to keep their guns even after 

WKH\�FRPPLW�RHQVHV�WKDW�SURKLELW�WKHP�IURP�KDYLQJ�WKHP��
The strongest state laws establish a clear process that courts 

and law enforcement can use to make sure prohibited bat-

terers turn in their guns, but far too many states lack these 

ODZV�RU�GR�QRW�HQIRUFH�WKHP�DGHTXDWHO\�

7KLV�UHSRUW�H[DPLQHV�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�DQG�OHWKDOLW\�RI�GRPHVWLF�
violence incidents involving guns in America, and documents how 

the patchwork of federal and state laws aimed at keeping guns 

RXW�RI�WKH�KDQGV�RI�GRPHVWLF�DEXVHUV�RIWHQ�IDLOV��ΖW�RHUV�SROLF\�
recommendations that state and federal lawmakers should enact 

to protect women’s lives and spare our communities from the 

devastating toll of domestic abuse. 

Domestic violence and gun violence are intimately connected and 

directly related to our porous gun laws. Closing gaps in federal 

and state domestic violence laws will save women’s lives.
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DOMESTIC ABUSERS AND GUNS: A 
DEADLY COMBINATION 

Domestic violence is a major threat to American 

women. More than one in three American women will 

H[SHULHQFH�VRPH�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�LQ�KHU�OLIHWLPH�11 and 

more than a million American women are physically 

assaulted by an intimate partner every year.12

Guns are a prevalent and particularly dangerous 

component of domestic violence in America. A survey 

of women living in California domestic violence shelters 

IRXQG�WKDW�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�LQ�WKUHH�������SHUFHQW��KDG�
been threatened or harmed with a gun wielded by 

their abuser. About two-thirds of the women who lived 

in households with guns reported that their partner 

had used the gun against them, most often by threat-

ening to shoot or kill the woman.13 

And guns make it more likely that domestic abuse will 

WXUQ�LQWR�PXUGHU��:KHQ�D�JXQ�LV�SUHVHQW�LQ�D�GRPHVWLF�
violence situation, it increases the risk of homicide for 

women by 500 percent.14 Over the past 25 years in 

the U.S., more intimate partner homicides have been 

committed with guns than with all other weapons com-

bined.15�$QG�LQ�������PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�����SHUFHQW��RI�DOO�
American women who were murdered with guns were 

killed by intimate partners or family members.16

Domestic violence also drives the majority of mass 

shootings in America.���ΖQ�D�IRUWKFRPLQJ�DQDO\VLV�RI�
every mass shooting that occurred between January 

2009 and June 2014, Everytown for Gun Safety has 

GHWHUPLQHG�WKDW�LQ����SHUFHQW�RI�PDVV�VKRRWLQJV�����
RI�����LQFLGHQWV���WKH�VKRRWHU�NLOOHG�D�FXUUHQW�RU�IRUPHU�
spouse or intimate partner or other family member.18 

ΖQ����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�PDVV�VKRRWLQJV��WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�
had been previously charged with domestic violence. 

Whereas women make up only 13 percent of victims of 

gun homicide nationwide, they made up 51 percent of 

victims of mass shootings between 2009 and 2014.19

.HHSLQJ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RHQGHUV�IURP�REWDLQLQJ�
ȴUHDUPV�LV�DQ�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�ZD\�WR�SURWHFW�ZRPHQ��
Over the past 20 years, the federal government and 

PDQ\�VWDWHV�KDYH�HQDFWHG�ODZV�DQG�SROLFLHV�WR�UHȵHFW�
this reality, but gaps in the current laws still make it too 

easy for domestic abuser to access guns. Women pay 

the cost with their lives.

Female gun homicide victims per 100,000 female residents
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THE LAW OF DOMESTIC  
VIOLENCE AND GUNS

A patchwork of federal and state laws is in place to 

keep guns out of the hands of the most dangerous do-

PHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RHQGHUV��7KH�VWURQJHVW�ODZV�SURKLELW�
domestic abusers and stalkers from buying or possess-

LQJ�JXQV��UHTXLUH�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�RQ�DOO�JXQ�VDOHV�
to enforce those prohibitions, and create processes 

to ensure that prohibited abusers and stalkers turn in 

the guns they already own. Over the last two decades, 

these laws have kept hundreds of thousands of guns 

out of abusers’ hands and prevented countless crimes. 

%XW�JDSV�LQ�WKH�ODZV�DQG�GLɝFXOWLHV�ZLWK�HQIRUFHPHQW�
pose lethal threats to the victims of domestic and 

family violence who are most at risk. Loopholes in 

laws prohibiting gun possession by domestic violence 

RHQGHUV�DOORZ�DEXVHUV�DQG�VWDONHUV�WR�OHJDOO\�EX\�DQG�
possess guns. Gaps in our background check laws let 

SURKLELWHG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RHQGHUV�HDVLO\�HYDGH�
background checks and buy guns from unlicensed 

VHOOHUV�LQ�PRVW�VWDWHV��$QG�PDQ\�VWDWHV�ODFN�DGHTXDWH�
mechanisms to ensure domestic abusers who own 

guns turn them in when they become prohibited. 

PROHIBITIONS ON GUN POSSESSION BY 
DOMESTIC ABUSERS AND STALKERS 

Various federal and state laws currently seek to 

SURKLELW�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RHQGHUV�IURP�EX\LQJ�RU�
possessing guns. Federal law prohibits domestic abus-

ers from buying or possessing guns if they have been 

convicted of a felony;20 if they have been convicted of a 

ȊPLVGHPHDQRU�FULPH�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�ȋ21 or if they 

are subject to certain domestic violence restraining 

orders.22 Nineteen states and the District of Columbia 

also have state laws prohibiting non-felony domestic vi-

ROHQFH�RHQGHUV�IURP�KDYLQJ�JXQV�23 and 22 states and 

the District of Columbia prohibit subjects of domestic 

violence restraining orders from buying or owning 

guns. 24��$QRWKHU�QLQH�VWDWHV�H[SUHVVO\�DXWKRUL]HȃEXW�
GR�QRW�UHTXLUHȃFRXUWV�WR�LQFOXGH�ȴUHDUP�SURKLELWLRQV�
in restraining orders.25��$�FRPSOHWH�VXUYH\�RI�VWDWH�GR-

PHVWLF�YLROHQFH�JXQ�ODZV�LV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�$SSHQGL[�

MISDEMEANOR CRIMES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Since the federal Gun Control Act was passed in 1968 

IROORZLQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�KLJK�SURȴOH�SROLWLFDO�DVVDVVLQD-

tions, it has been illegal for individuals convicted of a 

IHORQ\�WR�EX\�RU�RZQ�ȴUHDUPV��%XW�PDQ\�GDQJHURXV�
abusers do not have felony convictions, and as of 

1968 the law did not prohibit them from possessing 

JXQV��ΖQGHHG��DEXVHUV�DUUHVWHG�IRU�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
felonies that pled guilty to lesser charges were able to 

continue legally buying and owning guns. By pleading 

their felony charges down to misdemeanors, these 

batterers could legally keep their guns despite their 

criminal convictions—and despite the risk they posed 

to their intimate partners.

ΖQ�������6HQDWRU�)UDQN�/DXWHQEHUJ��'�1-��LQWURGXFHG�
an amendment to the federal appropriations bill to 

H[WHQG�WKH�SURKLELWLRQ�DJDLQVW�JXQ�RZQHUVKLS�WR�
those convicted of a domestic abuse misdemeanor. 

/DXWHQEHUJ�H[SODLQHG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�WKH�DPHQGPHQW�E\�
WHOOLQJ�KLV�FROOHDJXHV�WKDW��LQ�IDU�WRR�PDQ\�FDVHV��ȊWKH�
GLHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�D�PXUGHUHG�ZLIH�DQG�D�EDWWHUHG�
wife is often the presence of a gun.”26

Passed as part of the Omnibus Consolidated Appropri-

DWLRQV�$FW�RI�������WKH�/DXWHQEHUJ�$PHQGPHQW�PDGH�
LW�D�IHGHUDO�FULPH�IRU�DQ\RQH�FRQYLFWHG�RI�D�ȊPLVGH-

PHDQRU�FULPH�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFHȋ�WR�ȊVKLS��WUDQVSRUW��
possess or receive” guns or ammunition.�� A parallel 

provision of the law criminalized knowingly selling a 

gun or ammunition to anyone whom the seller knows 

or has reason to believe has been convicted of a mis-

GHPHDQRU�FULPH�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFHȃRU�Ȋ0&'9ȋ�28

MCDVs are misdemeanors that have, as an element, 

ȊWKH�XVH�RU�DWWHPSWHG�XVH�RI�SK\VLFDO�IRUFH��RU�WKH�
threatened use of a deadly weapon” and that are 

committed by a current or former spouse, parent or 

guardian, someone who lives with the victim, or some-

RQH�ZKR�LV�ȊVLPLODUO\�VLWXDWHGȋ�WR�D�VSRXVH��SDUHQW��RU�
guardian.29�)RU�D�FRQYLFWLRQ�WR�TXDOLI\�DV�DQ�0&'9��
WKH�RHQGHU�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�HLWKHU�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�
counsel or knowingly and intelligently waived the right 

to counsel.30 The U.S. Supreme Court has recognized 
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that so long as the victim is one of the family members 

listed in the federal statute, a general assault convic-

tion counts as a MCDV even if the underlying assault 

and battery law does not specify that it is limited to 

domestic abuse situations.31 And in 2014, the Court 

recognized that a misdemeanor conviction for domes-

tic abuse that involves physical force against the victim 

TXDOLȴHV�DV�DQ�0&'9�HYHQ�LI�WKH�FULPH�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�GLG�
QRW�LQYROYH�HVSHFLDOO\�ȊVWURQJȋ�RU�ȊYLROHQWȋ�IRUFH�32 

Nineteen states and the District of Columbia also have 

state laws prohibiting gun possession by domestic 

violence misdemeanants. The remaining states do not 

prohibit gun ownership by all abusers who are barred 

under federal law, which can create serious enforce-

ment challenges. Even if a domestic abuser is barred 

by federal law from owning a gun, if state law does not 

include a similar prohibition, state or local prosecutors 

cannot bring state gun charges against the abuser. 

Fortunately, legislative momentum for stronger state 

domestic violence laws is growing—among policy 

PDNHUV�IURP�ERWK�PDMRU�SDUWLHV��ΖQ�MXVW�WKH�ȴUVW�KDOI�RI�
������IRU�H[DPSOH��ELSDUWLVDQ�FRDOLWLRQV�RI�OHJLVODWRUV�
SDVVHG�ELOOV�LQ�/RXLVLDQD��0LQQHVRWD��1HZ�+DPSVKLUH��
and Washington State that prohibit domestic abusers 

from purchasing guns.33 Governors of both parties 

signed these bills into law. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESTRAINING ORDERS

Because the most dangerous time for a victim of 

domestic violence is the period immediately after she 

leaves her abuser—and because many women take 

out protective orders against their batterers when they 

leave an abusive relationship—federal law protects 

women by prohibiting abusers subject to restraining 

orders from buying or owning guns. Congress added 

WKLV�SURYLVLRQ�ZKHQ�LW�ȴUVW�SDVVHG�WKH�9LROHQFH�$JDLQVW�
:RPHQ�$FW��Ȋ9$:$ȋ��LQ������34

Federal law now prohibits a person from buying or 

owning a gun or ammunition if the person is subject to 

D�TXDOLI\LQJ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�35 For 

D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�WR�SURKLELW�JXQ�SRVVHVVLRQ��LW�PXVW��
�D��KDYH�EHHQ�LVVXHG�DIWHU�D�KHDULQJ�WKDW�WKH�UHVWUDLQHG�
abuser had notice of and an opportunity to participate 

in;36��E��UHVWUDLQ�WKH�DEXVHU�IURP�KDUDVVLQJ��VWDONLQJ��
threatening, or placing in fear of bodily injury an inti-

mate partner or the child of the abuser or the abuser’s 

intimate partner;���DQG��F��HLWKHU�LQFOXGH�D�ȴQGLQJ�WKDW�
the abuser represents a credible threat to the physical 

VDIHW\�RI�WKH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�RU�FKLOG��RU�H[SOLFLWO\�
prohibit the use, attempted use, or threatened use 

RI�IRUFH�WKDW�ZRXOG�UHDVRQDEO\�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�FDXVH�
bodily injury to the intimate partner or child.38

Twenty-two states and the District of Columbia also 

have laws prohibiting people subject to domestic 

violence restraining orders from buying or possessing 

JXQV��DV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�$SSHQGL[��$QRWKHU�QLQH�VWDWHV�
H[SUHVVO\�DXWKRUL]HȃEXW�GR�QRW�UHTXLUHȃFRXUWV�WR�
LQFOXGH�ȴUHDUP�SURKLELWLRQV�LQ�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�39

ENFORCING PROHIBITORS: BACKGROUND CHECKS

The domestic violence prohibitors on gun sales are 

HQIRUFHG�WKURXJK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�ΖQVWDQW�&ULPLQDO�%DFN-

JURXQG�&KHFN�6\VWHP��Ȋ1Ζ&6ȋ���%HIRUH�FRPSOHWLQJ�D�
gun sale, a federally licensed gun dealer must ask the 

JXQ�EX\HU�WR�VKRZ�D�SKRWR�Ζ'�DQG�FRPSOHWH�D�VLPSOH�
form with basic identifying information; then the dealer 

PXVW�UXQ�D�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN�WKURXJK�1Ζ&6��ΖI�1Ζ&6�
reports that the potential purchaser is prohibited, the 

sale is denied; if no prohibition is reported, the sale is 

FRPSOHWHG��0RVW�1Ζ&6�FKHFNV�DUH�UHVROYHG�ZLWKLQ����
seconds.40

6LQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�LQ�������1Ζ&6�KDV�VWRSSHG�RYHU�����
million gun sales to prohibited purchasers, including 

hundreds of thousands of domestic abusers. Con-

victions for domestic violence misdemeanors are the 

third leading basis for dealers to deny gun sales after 

UXQQLQJ�D�1Ζ&6�FKHFNȃWUDLOLQJ�RQO\�IHORQ\�FRQYLFWLRQV�
and arrest warrants41—and overall, it is estimated that 

DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������JXQ�VDOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�EORFNHG�
because the would-be purchaser had an MCDV convic-

tion or was subject to a prohibiting domestic violence 

restraining order.42�ΖQ�DOO��QHDUO\����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO�
ȴUHDUP�WUDQVIHU�GHQLDOV�PDGH�E\�WKH�)%Ζ�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�
domestic violence.43 
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LOOPHOLES IN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
PROHIBITORS PUT WOMEN AND FAMILIES 
AT RISK

Despite their proven record of keeping guns out of 

domestic abusers’ hands, our laws designed to keep 

JXQV�RXW�RI�WKH�KDQGV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RHQG-

ers have several dangerous gaps. The categories of 

prohibited abusers under federal law are too narrowly 

drawn and do not reach stalkers or dating partners, 

even though dating partners are responsible for more 

domestic violence gun murders than spouses. While 

some state prohibitors go beyond federal law to reach 

dating partners, other states lack any domestic vio-

OHQFH�JXQ�SURKLELWLRQV��$QG�JXQV�RHUHG�E\�XQOLFHQVHG�
VHOOHUV�DUH�H[HPSW�IURP�WKH�IHGHUDO�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN�
UHTXLUHPHQW��OHDYLQJ�D�JDSLQJ�ORRSKROH�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�
domestic abusers can easily buy guns in most states.

LOOPHOLES IN THE PROHIBITORS

The federal MCDV and restraining order prohibitors 

apply to abusers who are currently or formerly married 

to their victims, who live with or formerly lived with 

their victims, or who are parents of children with their 

victims. But federal law does not prohibit either dating 

partners or misdemeanant stalkers from buying or 

possessing guns.44 

This gap in federal law means that it is still legal for a 

VL]DEOH�QXPEHU�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RHQGHUV�OLNHO\�WR�
perpetrate violence against women to buy and possess 

guns—and that a law designed to prevent lethal vio-

OHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�QR�ORQJHU�UHȵHFWV�WKH�UHDOLWLHV�RI�
American life. 

The proportion of intimate partner homicides commit-

ted by dating partners has risen steadily for decades, 

and dating partners now kill more women each year 

than husbands do.45 Dating partners are also respon-

VLEOH�IRU�D�VL]DEOH�QXPEHU�RI�PDVV�VKRRWLQJV��ΖQ�RQH�RI�
four mass shootings between 2009 and 2014 in which 

the shooter killed a current or former intimate partner, 

the shooter and victim had never been married or had 

a child—a group that likely involved many dating part-

ners who never lived together, and therefore would 

not be prohibited by the federal gun laws.46 

$UPHG�VWDONHUV�DOVR�SRVH�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�WKUHDW�WR�ZRP-

en; one study of incidents in ten major U.S. cities found 

that nearly 9 in 10 attempted murders of women 

involved at least one incident of stalking in the year 

before the attempted murder.�� 

As a result, even if a boyfriend is convicted of a mis-

demeanor for assaulting his girlfriend, as long as the 

two dating partners did not live together and were not 

ȊVLPLODUO\�VLWXDWHGȋ�WR�VSRXVHV��WKH�DEXVHUȇV�FRQYLFWLRQ�
will not count as a prohibiting MCDV; the boyfriend will 

be able to pass a background check and legally buy a 

gun. Similarly, even if a woman takes out a restraining 

order against her boyfriend, as long as she never lived 

with him, the order will not count as a prohibiting 

'952ȃHYHQ�LI�WKH�RUGHU�VSHFLȴFDOO\�LGHQWLȴHV�WKH�PDQ�
as a threat to his girlfriend’s safety and restrains him 

from harassing, threatening, or stalking her. Because 

federal law does not apply to dating partners, the 

restrained boyfriend would still be able to pass a back-

ground check and buy a gun from a licensed dealer.

(TXDOO\�WURXEOLQJ��D�VWDONHU�FRQYLFWHG�RI�D�PLVGHPHDQRU�
can walk out of the courtroom and proceed directly 

Boyfriend/girlfriend

Ex-spouse

Spouse

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

0891 5891 0991 5991 0002 5002 8002

Dating partners are now responsible for the majority of intimate partner homicides

U.S. Department of Justice, Homicide Trends in the United Stated 1980-2008, available online at: http://1.usa.gov/1uARYtW. Percentages are based on the 63% 
RI�KRPLFLGHV�IRU�ZKLFK�YLFWLP�RHQGHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZDV�NQRZQ�
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to a licensed gun dealer—where he can pass a federal 

background check and legally buy a gun.

The patchwork of state domestic abuse prohibitors 

covers some of the gaps in federal law but also 

includes other dangerous loopholes. Some states 

GR�KDYH�ODZV�H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�SURKLELWLRQV�WR�GDWLQJ�
partners or to stalkers, but many do not. Other states 

prohibit some domestic abusers from buying or own-

ing handguns, but do not have similar prohibitions for 

ULȵHV�RU�VKRWJXQV��0LQQHVRWD�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKHVH�VWDWHV�
until 2014, when it strengthened its law to prevent 

convicted domestic abusers from possessing all guns, 

not just handguns.48�ΖW�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�WKDW�VWDWHV�ODFNLQJ�
DGHTXDWH�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�SURKLELWLRQV�DGRSW�WKHP�

UNLICENSED SALES WITHOUT BACKGROUND CHECKS

0RVW�GDQJHURXVO\��IHGHUDO�ODZ�RQO\�UHTXLUHV�EDFN-

ground checks for gun sales at licensed dealers, so 

domestic abusers can purchase guns in most states 

from unlicensed sellers—including strangers met 

online or at gun shows—without background checks. 

As long as an unlicensed seller does not know or have 

reason to believe that a buyer is prohibited from gun 

ownership, it is perfectly legal for the seller to sell a 

gun to a complete stranger without conducting any 

EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN��0LOOLRQV�RI�JXQV�H[FKDQJH�KDQGV�
each year without background checks or a paper trail 

of any kind. 

Prohibited domestic abusers—as well as felons and 

other dangerous people—are well aware of this loop-

KROH�LQ�IHGHUDO�ODZ��DQG�WKH\�H[SORLW�LW�WR�WUDJLF�HHFW��

�y A mother of two girls and an employee at a Brook-

ȴHOG��:LVFRQVLQ�VSD��=LQD�+DXJKWRQ�KDG�WDNHQ�RXW�
a restraining order against her estranged husband, 

which prohibited him from buying a gun under 

IHGHUDO�ODZ��+H�WKHQ�SRVWHG�D�ȊZDQW�WR�EX\ȋ�DG�RQ�D�
website that facilitates gun sales, Armslist.com, and 

HDVLO\�IRXQG�D�VHOOHU�ZKR�VROG�KLP�D�����FDOLEHU�)1+�
in the parking lot of a McDonalds, no background 

FKHFN�UHTXLUHG��2QH�GD\�DIWHU�SRVWLQJ�KLV�DG�RQ�
$UPVOLVW��+DXJKWRQȇV�HVWUDQJHG�KXVEDQG�ZDONHG�
LQWR�WKH�VSD�ZKHUH�KLV�ZLIH�ZRUNHG�DQG�RSHQHG�ȴUH��
killing her and two co-workers and wounding four 

more people before killing himself.49

�y Dmitry Smirnov had a history of stalking Jitka Vesel, 

D�ZRPDQ�KH�KDG�GDWHG�EULHȵ\��$OWKRXJK�6PLUQRY�
was legally prohibited from buying a gun because 

he was a foreigner, he found an advertisement 

on Armslist.com in which an unlicensed seller was 

RHULQJ�D�����FDOLEHU�KDQGJXQ�IRU�VDOH��+H�ERXJKW�
the gun—without a background check and at a 

premium—outside a casino in Washington State 

DQG�WUDFNHG�9HVHO�WR�2DN�%URRN��ΖOOLQRLV��$V�VKH�
was walking to her car in a parking lot, Smirnov 

appeared and shot Vesel at least 11 times, killing 

her.50

�y 7\URQH�$GDLU�KDG�EHHQ�FRQYLFWHG�RQ�WZRbVHSDUDWH�
occasions of battery and was prohibited from pos-

VHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�EHFDXVH�RI�D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU��%XW�
in autumn 2009, he responded to an ad placed in 

WKH�:LVFRQVLQ�6WDWHb-RXUQDO�E\�DQ�XQOLFHQVHG�VHOOHU�
RHULQJ�D��PP�*ORFN�KDQGJXQ��DQG�WKH\�DUUDQJHG�
to meet at a Menard’s hardware store to complete 

the deal. When they met, the seller asked him if he 

ZDV�D�IHORQbDQG�$GDLU�VDLG�KH�ZDV�QRW��$FFRUGLQJ�
WR�SROLFH�UHSRUWV��WKH�VHOOHU�HYHQ�MRNHG�bȊ<RXȇUH�QRW�
going to go out and kill someone, are you?” No 

EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN�RU�SDSHUZRUN�ZDV�UHTXLUHG��DQG�
QRQH�ZDVbFRPSOHWHG��2Q�'HFHPEHU����������$GDLU�
shot to death his two daughters and both their 

mothers.51

These are not isolated occurrences. An investigation of 

LOOHJDO�RQOLQH�JXQ�VDOHV�WKDW�0D\RUV�$JDLQVW�ΖOOHJDO�*XQV�
conducted in 2013 found that 1 in 30 prospective 

online gun buyers had a prohibiting criminal record, in-

dicating that an estimated 25,000 guns are transferred 

to criminals each year on a single website, Armslist.

com. And one in four of those prohibited gun buyers 

had been arrested for a crime of domestic violence.52

)RU�H[DPSOH��D����\HDU�ROG�PDOH�LQ�)RUW�&ROOLQV��&RORUD-

do posted an ad on March 30, 2013 seeking an M&P22 

KDQGJXQ��ΖQ�������WKH�ZRXOG�EH�EX\HU�KDG�DWWDFNHG�KLV�
H[�JLUOIULHQG�DQG�ZDV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��
KH�ODWHU�YLRODWHG�DQ�RUGHU�RI�SURWHFWLRQ��+H�ZDV�EDUUHG�
IURP�SXUFKDVLQJ�RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��DQG�WXUQHG�WR�
$UPVOLVW�WR�ȴQG�DQ�XQOLFHQVHG�VHOOHU�ZKR�FRXOG�VHOO�KLP�
a gun without a background check that would reveal 

his prohibition.53

6LPLODUO\��RQ�$SULO�����������D�PDQ�LQ�1HZ�&DUOLVOH��2KLR�
with a criminal history involving domestic violence 

posted an ad stating that he wanted to buy a .22-cali-

EHU�KDQGJXQ��ΖQ�RQH�LQFLGHQW��WKH�PDQ�KDG�JRQH�WR�KLV�
H[�JLUOIULHQGȇV�UHVLGHQFH��WROG�KHU�VKH�KDG�ȊWKUHH�GD\V�
to live,” hit her on the side of the face with a cell phone, 

DQG�WKHQ�UHIXVHG�WR�OHDYH�WKH�KRXVH��+H�ZDV�FKDUJHG�
ZLWK�DVVDXOW�DQG�WKHIWȃIRU�VWHDOLQJ�KLV�H[�JLUOIULHQGȇV�
keys—and convicted of a misdemeanor for the domes-

tic violence episode. But by using Armslist to identify 

DQ�XQOLFHQVHG�VHOOHU��KH�FRXOG�H[SORLW�WKH�XQOLFHQVHG�
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seller loophole in federal law and buy a gun without a 

background check.54

ΖQ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�FDVHV��EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�PLJKW�KDYH�
SUHYHQWHG�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�IURP�DFTXLULQJ�KLV�ZHDS-

RQ��5HTXLULQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�LV�
a common-sense policy that is proven to save lives. 

6L[WHHQ�VWDWHV�JR�EH\RQG�IHGHUDO�ODZ�DQG�UHTXLUH�EDFN-

JURXQG�FKHFNV�IRU�DOO�KDQGJXQ�VDOHV��ΖQ�WKRVH�VWDWHV��
38 percent fewer women are shot to death by intimate 

partners.55

The Public Safety and Second Amendment Rights 

Protection Act, introduced in 2013 by Senators Pat 

7RRPH\��5�3D���DQG�-RH�0DQFKLQ��'�:�9D����ZRXOG�KDYH�
DPHQGHG�IHGHUDO�ODZ�WR�UHTXLUH�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�
for all commercial gun sales, including those between 

buyers and sellers who meet online, at gun shows, 

DQG�WKURXJK�FODVVLȴHG�DGV��%XW��D�PLQRULW\�RI�6HQDWRUV�
blocked the bill in April 2013, and Congress has not 

yet voted on the measure again. Congress should 

revisit the issue and ensure that dangerous persons 

prohibited from buying guns cannot do so by turning 

to unlicensed sellers. And in the 34 states without 

comprehensive background checks, lawmakers should 

QRW�VLW�LGO\�E\�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�&RQJUHVV�WR�DFW��WKH\�VKRXOG�
UHTXLUH�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�DOO�JXQV�VDOHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
40 percent that are sold by private, unlicensed sellers.

DISARMING DOMESTIC ABUSERS WHO ARE 
PROHIBITED FROM POSSESSING GUNS

Federal and state laws that prohibit abusers from 

having guns and background checks to enforce those 

restrictions do not by themselves ensure that gun 

RZQHUV�ZKR�EHFRPH�SURKLELWHG�DFWXDOO\�UHOLQTXLVK�
the guns already in their possession. States must take 

additional steps to ensure that domestic abusers do 

not keep their guns once they become prohibited from 

RZQLQJ�WKHP��6HYHUDO�VWDWHV�KDYH�GRQH�VR�����VWDWHV�
mandate that domestic violence misdemeanants re-

OLQTXLVK�WKHLU�JXQV�56�DQG����VWDWHV�UHTXLUH�VXEMHFWV�RI�
domestic violence restraining orders to do so.�� (Anoth-

HU����VWDWHV�DQG�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��UHTXLUH�VRPH��EXW�
not all, subjects of restraining orders to turn over guns 

WKH\�RZQ�E\�DXWKRUL]LQJȃEXW�QRW�UHTXLULQJȃFRXUWV�
issuing restraining orders to include gun surrender 

provisions in the orders.58�

Without a clear law on the books that provides an en-

IRUFHDEOH�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK�RHQGHUV�UHOLQTXLVK�WKHLU�
ȴUHDUPV��LW�LV�WRR�HDV\�IRU�GDQJHURXV�DEXVHUV�WR�KROG�

on to their guns. The strongest state laws establish a 

FOHDU�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK�FRXUWV�UHTXLUH�GRPHVWLF�YLR-

lence misdemeanants and people subject to domestic 

violence restraining orders to turn their guns over to 

law enforcement or a licensed gun dealer. 

Many states’ laws and policies to disarm abusers 

could be improved. There is growing support for these 

laws—among both Republicans and Democrats—and 

VLJQLȴFDQW�PRPHQWXP�IRU�WKHLU�DGRSWLRQ��)RXU�VWDWHVȃ
Minnesota, Vermont, Washington, and Wisconsin59—

passed new laws in 2014 alone, all with bipartisan 

support and signed by governors of both parties. Even 

WKH�1DWLRQDO�5LȵH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��ZKLFK�RQFH�WHQDFLRXVO\�
fought proposals to disarm domestic abusers, has 

ȊTXLHWO\�VFDOHG�EDFN�LWV�VFRUFKHG�HDUWK�FDPSDLJQV�
against stricter domestic violence laws,” and gave tacit 

approval to the new laws that passed in 2014.60
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The patchwork of federal and state laws addresses 

many of the ways in which domestic abusers obtain 

and use guns to threaten women and families. But 

the persistence of lethal domestic violence in America 

demonstrates that our laws must be strengthened. 

Fortunately, there are straightforward steps that mem-

bers of Congress and state lawmakers can take to save 

women’s lives. 

�y Congress should close the loopholes in the 
federal gun prohibitions to ensure that stalk-
ers and dating partners are barred from gun 
ownership just like other dangerous abusers. 
Stalkers harass and terrorize millions of American 

women, and dating partners are responsible for 

more intimate partner homicides than spouses. 

Congress should bar convicted stalkers and dating 

partners convicted of domestic violence crimes or 

subject to restraining orders from purchasing or 

possessing guns. The Protecting Domestic Violence 

and Stalking Victims Act of 2013, introduced by 

6HQDWRU�$P\�.OREXFKDU��'�0Q���ZRXOG�DFFRPSOLVK�
these goals. Congress should pass it into law.

�y States should adopt or strengthen their do-
mestic violence prohibitions. Every state in the 

QDWLRQ�VKRXOG�SURKLELW�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�
anyone convicted of abusing an intimate partner or 

family member—including dating partners who do 

not marry or live together. And every state should 

prohibit gun possession by anyone subject to a 

protective order prohibiting them from harassing, 

threatening, or stalking an intimate partner or 

family member.

�y Congress should require comprehensive 
background checks and ensure that prohib-
ited domestic abusers cannot easily evade 
background checks by buying guns from unli-
censed sellers. Congress should pass the Public 

Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection 

Act, introduced in 2013 by Senators Pat Toomey 

�5�3D���DQG�-RH�0DQFKLQ��'�:�9D����ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
UHTXLUH�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�IRU�DOO�FRPPHUFLDO�
sales, including online, at gun shows, and through 

FODVVLȴHG�DGV��

�y States should pass legislation requiring back-
ground checks on all gun sales. Thirty-eight per-

cent fewer women are shot and killed by intimate 

SDUWQHUV�LQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�
on all handgun sales. State lawmakers should 

UHTXLUH�SULYDWH��XQOLFHQVHG�VHOOHUV�WR�FRQGXFW�
background checks on gun sales, just as licensed 

gun dealers do.

�y 6WDWHV�VKRXOG�FUHDWH�HHFWLYH�DQG�HQIRUFH-
able laws and policies for prohibited domestic 
abusers to relinquish their guns. States should 

SDVV�ODZV�UHTXLULQJ�WKDW�GRPHVWLF�DEXVHUV�WXUQ�
in their guns to law enforcement or licensed gun 

dealers when they become prohibited. The stron-

gest legislation provides clear directives to courts, 

law enforcement, and prohibited domestic abusers 

WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�GDQJHURXV�DEXVHUV�UHOLQTXLVK�WKHLU�
guns soon after becoming prohibited.
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APPENDIX

STATE DOMESTIC  
VIOLENCE LAWS
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State

Prohibits domestic 
violence misdemeanants 
from buying or owning 
õUHDUPV

Prohibits subjects 
of domestic violence 
restraining orders 
from buying or owning 
õUHDUPV

Requires domestic 
violence misdemeanants 
WR�GLVSRVH�RI�õUHDUPV�LQ�
their possession

Requires subjects of 
domestic violence 
restraining orders to 
GLVSRVH�RI�õUHDUPV�LQ�
WKHLU�SRVVHVVLRQ

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida

Georgia

+DZDLL

ΖGDKR

ΖOOLQRLV

ΖQGLDQD

ΖRZD

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

SUMMARY OF

STATE DOMESTIC  
VIOLENCE LAWS
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State

Prohibits domestic 
violence misdemeanants 
from buying or owning 
õUHDUPV

Prohibits subjects 
of domestic violence 
restraining orders 
from buying or owning 
õUHDUPV

Requires domestic 
violence misdemeanants 
WR�GLVSRVH�RI�õUHDUPV�LQ�
their possession

Requires subjects of 
domestic violence 
restraining orders to 
GLVSRVH�RI�õUHDUPV�LQ�
WKHLU�SRVVHVVLRQ

Nevada

1HZ�+DPSVKLUH

New Jersey

1HZ�0H[LFR

1HZ�<RUN

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

5KRGH�ΖVODQG

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

7H[DV

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

TOTAL 19 states + DC 22 states + DC 10 states 15 states

�7KH�IROORZLQJ�VWDWHV�GR�QRW�SURKLELW�DOO�VXEMHFWV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�IURP�EX\LQJ�RU�RZQLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��EXW�WKH\�GR�H[SOLFLWO\�DXWKRUL]H�FRXUWV�LVVXLQJ�
UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�WR�SURKLELW�ȴUHDUP�RZQHUVKLS�XQGHU�FHUWDLQ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV���$ODVND��$UL]RQD��ΖQGLDQD��1HEUDVND��1HYDGD��3HQQV\OYDQLD��5KRGH�ΖVODQG��8WDK��DQG�:LVFRQVLQ��
ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��0LFKLJDQ�SURKLELWV�DOO�VXEMHFWV�RI�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�IURP�EX\LQJ�KDQGJXQV��DQG�DXWKRUL]HV�FRXUWV�LVVXLQJ�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�WR�SURKLELW�VXEMHFWV�RI�VXFK�RUGHUV�
IURP�DOO�ȴUHDUP�SXUFKDVH�RU�SRVVHVVLRQ�

�7KH�IROORZLQJ�VWDWHV�GR�QRW�UHTXLUH�DOO�VXEMHFWV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�WR�VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�WKHLU�SRVVHVVLRQ��EXW�WKH\�GR�H[SOLFLWO\�DXWKRUL]H�FRXUWV�
LVVXLQJ�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�WR�UHTXLUH�VXUUHQGHU�RI�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�VXEMHFW�WR�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV���$ODVND��$UL]RQD��'HODZDUH��'&��)ORULGD��ΖQGLDQD��0DLQH��
1HYDGD��1HZ�-HUVH\��1RUWK�'DNRWD��3HQQV\OYDQLD��5KRGH�ΖVODQG��6RXWK�'DNRWD��DQG�9HUPRQW�
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ARIZONA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

$UL]RQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
all individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�EXW�LW�GRHV�SURKLELW�SRV-
VHVVLRQ�RI�D�ȴUHDUP�E\�D�SHUVRQ�
convicted of a domestic violence 
misdemeanor while the person 
is serving a term of probation for 
WKDW�FRQYLFWLRQ���$UL]��5HY��6WDW��
ii���������$�����G�����������$�
�������������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$UL]RQD�ODZ�SURYLGHV�WKDW�
restraining orders may prohibit 
the purchase or possession of a 
ȴUHDUP�LI�WKH�FRXUW�GHHPV�WKH�UH-
spondent to be a physical threat 
WR�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�
ȊURPDQWLF�RU�VH[XDOȋ�SDUWQHUV��
�$UL]��5HY��6WDW��i���������*�����

$UL]RQD�ODZ�DOVR�DXWKRUL]HV�
WHPSRUDU\��HPHUJHQF\�RUGHUV�
of protection that prohibits the 
SXUFKDVH�RU�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�ȴUH-
DUP�LI�D�SHDFH�RɝFHU�UHSRUWV�DQ�
imminent physical threat against 
D�YLFWLP�E\�D�GRPHVWLF�DEXVHU��
�$UL]��5HY��6WDW��i���������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

$UL]RQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$UL]RQD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�VXEMHFWV�RI�
restraining orders that prohibit 
WKHP�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�D�ȴUHDUP�
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUP�ZLWKLQ�
���KRXUV�WR�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQF\���$UL]��5HY��
6WDW��i���������*�����

ALABAMA
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

$ODEDPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$ODEDPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

$ODEDPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$ODEDPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

ALASKA
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

$ODVND�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$ODVND�ODZ�SURYLGHV�WKDW�UHVWUDLQ-
ing orders against “household 
PHPEHUVȋ��LQFOXGLQJ�IRUPHU�DQG�
FXUUHQW�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV��PD\�
prohibit the use or possession 
RI�ȴUHDUPV�LI�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKH�
restraining order possessed a 
ȴUHDUP�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�DQ�LQFLGHQW�
giving rise to the restraining 
RUGHU���$ODVND�6WDW��i�����������F�
�����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

$ODVND�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$ODVND�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that restraining orders against 
ȊKRXVHKROG�PHPEHUVȋ�PD\�
direct individuals to surrender 
ȴUHDUP�V��LI�WKH\�SRVVHVVHG�RU�
XVHG�ȴUHDUP�ZKLOH�FRPPLWWLQJ�
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH���$ODVND�6WDW��i�
����������F�����
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ARKANSAS 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

$UNDQVDV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$UNDQVDV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

$UNDQVDV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

$UNDQVDV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

CALIFORNIA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

&DOLIRUQLD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�WKH�
purchase and possession of 
ȴUHDUPV�IRU����\HDUV�DIWHU�D�
person is convicted of numerous 
YLROHQW�PLVGHPHDQRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�
DVVDXOW��EDWWHU\��RU�VWDONLQJ��
whether the crime occurs in a 
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�FRQWH[W�RU�QRW��
�&DO��3HQDO�&RGH�i��������

&DOLIRUQLD�DOVR�DXWKRUL]HV�FRXUWV�
to prohibit the purchase or pos-
VHVVLRQ�RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�SHUVRQV�
arrested for domestic violence 
misdemeanors while charges are 
SHQGLQJ�EHIRUH�WULDO���&DO��3HQDO�
&RGH�i�������D�����%����G����H��

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

&DOLIRUQLD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�LQGLYLG-
uals subject to a variety of re-
VWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�
applying to current or former 
GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV��IURP�SXUFKDVLQJ�
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV���&DO��
3HQDO�&RGH�i�������D���

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

&DOLIRUQLD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�SURKLELWHG�
PLVGHPHDQDQWV��XSRQ�EHFRPLQJ�
SURKLELWHG��WR�LPPHGLDWHO\�
GHVLJQDWH�D�WKLUG�SDUW\��ZKR�LV�
QRW�SURKLELWHG��WR�GLVSRVH�RI�DQ\�
ȴUHDUPV�RZQHG�E\�WKH�SURKLELWHG�
person; the designated person 
PXVW�GLVSRVH�RI�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�
within 30 days or is subject to 
FULPLQDO�SURVHFXWLRQ����&DO�3HQDO�
&RGH�ii��������������

&DOLIRUQLD�DXWKRUL]HV�FRXUWV�WR�
UHTXLUH�VXUUHQGHU�RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�
persons arrested for domestic 
violence misdemeanors while 
FKDUJHV�DUH�SHQGLQJ�EHIRUH�WULDO��
�&DO��3HQDO�&RGH�i�������D����
�%����G����H��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

&DOLIRUQLD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�D�
person subject to a domestic 
violence restraining order must 
VXUUHQGHU�DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�LPPH-
diately upon request of any law 
HQIRUFHPHQW�RɝFHU��RU�ZLWKLQ����
KRXUV�LI�QR�UHTXHVW�LV�PDGH���&DO��
)DP��&RGH�i�������

&DOLIRUQLD�ODZ�DXWKRUL]HV�D�FRXUW�
to issue search warrant for the 
VHL]XUH�RI�DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�WKDW�D�
subject of a restraining order has 
IDLOHG�WR�VXUUHQGHU�DV�UHTXLUHG��
�&DO��3HQDO�&RGH�i������D�������

COLORADO 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

&RORUDGR�ODZ�SURKLELWV�SRVVHV-
VLRQ�RU�XVH�RI�D�ȴUHDUP�E\�VRPH-
one who has been convicted of a 
misdemeanor crime of domestic 
violence that prohibits them from 
gun possession under federal 
ODZ����&R��6WDW��i��������������F��

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

&RORUDGR�ODZ�SURKLELWV�ȴUHDUP�
ownership by persons who are 
subject to a restraining order 
that prohibits them from gun 
RZQHUVKLS�XQGHU�IHGHUDO�ODZ���
�&R��6WDW��i�����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

&RORUDGR�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�WKDW��ZKHQ�
a person is arrested for a domes-
WLF�YLROHQFH�FULPH��D�FRXUW�VKDOO�
issue a protective order requiring 
VXUUHQGHU�RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�WKH�
SHUVRQ����&R��6WDW��i�����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

&RORUDGR�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�
persons subject to a restraining 
order that prohibits them from 
gun ownership under federal 
ODZ�PXVW�UHOLQTXLVK�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�
WKHLU�SRVVHVVLRQ����&R��6WDW��i�
����������
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CONNECTICUT 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

&RQQHFWLFXW�ODZ�SURKLELWV�WKH�
purchase and possession of 
ȴUHDUPV�E\�D�SHUVRQ�FRQYLFWHG�RI�
VRPH�PLVGHPHDQRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�
DVVDXOW�RU�VWDONLQJ��ZKHWKHU�
the crime occurs in a domestic 
YLROHQFH�FRQWH[W�RU�QRW���&RQQ��
*HQ��6WDW��i���D�����&RQQ��*HQ��
6WDW��i���D�����&RQQ��*HQ��6WDW��i�
��D����G�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

&RQQHFWLFXW�ODZ�SURKLELWV�ȴUHDUP�
purchase or possession by the 
subject of a domestic violence 
UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU����&RQQ��*HQ��
6WDW��i���D�����D������&RQQ��*HQ��
6WDW��i������I�E�����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

&RQQHFWLFXW�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�GRPHV-
tic violence misdemeanants to 
WUDQVIHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�WR�DQRWKHU�
person or law enforcement 
within two business days of their 
LQHOLJLELOLW\���&RQQ��*HQ��6WDW��i�
�����N�D��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

&RQQHFWLFXW�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�VXEMHFWV�
of domestic violence restraining 
RUGHUV�WR�WUDQVIHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�
to another person or law enforce-
ment within two business days 
RI�WKHLU�LQHOLJLELOLW\���&RQQ��*HQ��
6WDW��i������N�D��

DELAWARE 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

'HODZDUH�ODZ�SURKLELWV�DQ\�
person convicted of a domestic 
violence misdemeanor from pur-
FKDVLQJ�RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�D�ȴUHDUP�
IRU�ȴYH�\HDUV�IROORZLQJ�FRQYLFWLRQ���
This prohibition does not cover 
GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV����'HO��&RGH�$QQ��
WLW������i������D������'HO��&RGH�
$QQ��WLW������i������G��

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

'HODZDUH�ODZ�SURKLELWV�D�SHUVRQ�
subject to a domestic violence 
restraining order from purchase 
RU�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�ȴUHDUP�IRU�WKH�
GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RUGHU���)RU�WKH�
SXUSRVHV�RI�D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU��
ȊGRPHVWLF�YLROHQFHȋ�LQFOXGHV�
abuse against “persons in a 
current or former substantive 
GDWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ȋ���'HO��&RGH�
$QQ��WLW������i������D�����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

'HODZDUH�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

'HODZDUH�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that a court issuing a restraining 
order may direct the abuser to 
VXUUHQGHU�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�WR�ODZ�
enforcement; if the subject of 
the restraining order does not 
FRPSO\��WKH�FRXUW�PD\�LVVXH�D�
ZDUUDQW�DXWKRUL]LQJ�VHL]XUH�RI�
JXQV���'HO��&RGH�$QQ��WLW������i�
�����D������'HO��&RGH�$QQ��WLW������
i������D������

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

'&�ODZ�SURKLELWV�SXUFKDVH�RU�
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�ȴUHDUP�E\�DQ\�
person convicted within the 
SUHYLRXV�ȴYH�\HDUV�RI�DQ�ȊLQWUD-
IDPLO\�RHQVH�SXQLVKDEOH�DV�D�
PLVGHPHDQRU�ȋ�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�
RHQVHV�LQYROYLQJ�SHUVRQV�LQ�
URPDQWLF��GDWLQJ��RU�VH[XDO�
UHODWLRQVKLSV���'�&��&RGH�$QQ��ii�
����������D�����'��������������
�����������F��

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

'&�ODZ�SURKLELWV�LQGLYLGXDOV�
who are or have been under a 
domestic violence restraining 
RUGHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�ȴYH�
\HDUV�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��
This includes restraining orders 
LQYROYLQJ�SHUVRQV�LQ�URPDQWLF��
GDWLQJ��RU�VH[XDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV���
�'�&��&RGH�$QQ��i�i�����������D�
�����������������F��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

'&�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GRPHVWLF�
violence misdemeanants to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

'&�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�VXEMHFWV�
of domestic violence restraining 
RUGHUV�WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�
but it does provide that a court 
issuing a restraining order may 
order a person subject to a 
domestic violence restraining 
RUGHU�WR�VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV���'�&��
&RGH�$QQ��i���������F������
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FLORIDA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

)ORULGD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV��DOWKRXJK�LW�GRHV�GLUHFW�
the state agency that performs 
EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�WR�HQIRUFH�
the federal domestic violence 
PLVGHPHDQRU�SURKLELWLRQ���)OD��
6WDW��i������������D�����

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

)ORULGD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�WKH�SXU-
FKDVH�RU�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�ȴUHDUP�
by any person who is subject to 
D�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��VWDONLQJ��RU�
F\EHUVWDONLQJ�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�
WKDW�UHPDLQV�LQ�IRUFH����)OD��6WDW��
ii��������������������E�����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

)ORULGD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

)ORULGD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that a court issuing a restraining 
order may order the subject of 
D�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RU�VWDONLQJ�
restraining order to surrender 
ȴUHDUPV��DQG�FRQVLGHUV�LW�D�
violation of the order to refuse to 
GR�VR����)OD��6WDW��ii�����������D�
�����������������������������J��

GEORGIA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

*HRUJLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

*HRUJLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

*HRUJLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

*HRUJLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

HAWAII 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

Hawaii law prohibits any person 
who commits “any crime that 
involves injury or threat of 
LQMXU\�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�DQRWKHUȋ�
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV��WKLV�DSSOLHV�WR��EXW�LV�
QRW�OLPLWHG�WR��GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
PLVGHPHDQRUV����+DZ��5HY��6WDW��
$QQ��ii���������������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Hawaii law prohibits the pos-
VHVVLRQ�RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�D�SHUVRQ�
subject to a domestic violence or-
der — including orders involving 
dating partners — for as long as 
WKH�RUGHU�UHPDLQV�LQ�IRUFH���+DZ��
5HY��6WDW��$QQ��i�������I���+DZ��
5HY��6WDW��$QQ��ii����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

Hawaii law requires domestic 
violence misdemeanants to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�WR�ODZ�
enforcement otherwise dispose 
of them; if the person fails to dis-
pose of all guns and ammunition 
within thirty days of becoming 
SURKLELWHG��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�PD\�
VHL]H�WKHP���+DZ��5HY��6WDW��$QQ��
i�������J�����������E��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Hawaii law requires subjects of 
domestic violence restraining 
orders to surrender their guns 
to law enforcement or otherwise 
dispose of them; if the person 
fails to dispose of all guns and 
ammunition within thirty days 
RI�EHFRPLQJ�SURKLELWHG��ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�PD\�VHL]H�WKHP��
�+DZ��5HY��6WDW��$QQ��ii�������J���
��������E��
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IDAHO 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

ΖGDKR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

ΖGDKR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

ΖGDKR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

ΖGDKR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

ILLINOIS 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

ΖOOLQRLV�ODZ�SURKLELWV�WKH�SXUFKDVH�
RU�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�
persons convicted of domestic 
EDWWHU\�LQ�ΖOOLQRLV�RU�DQRWKHU�MXULV-
GLFWLRQ��'RPHVWLF�EDWWHU\�XQGHU�
ΖOOLQRLV�ODZ�LQFOXGHV�LQFLGHQWV�
LQYROYLQJ�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV��IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV��DQG�FRKDELWDQWV��������
ΖOO��&RPS��6WDW�������D������L[���
LG�������O�������ΖOO��&RPS��6WDW��
�����$������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

ΖOOLQRLV�ODZ�SURKLELWV�LQGLYLGXDOV�
that are under domestic violence 
restraining orders from purchas-
LQJ�RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��IRU�DV�
long as the order is in force; this 
applies to orders involving dating 
SDUWQHUV��������ΖOO��&RPS��6WDW��
�������E�������������ΖOO��&RPS��
6WDW���������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

ΖOOLQRLV�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�SURKLELWHG�
domestic violence misde-
meanants who receive probation 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�DW�D�
WLPH�DQG�LQ�D�ORFDWLRQ�VSHFLȴHG�
E\�WKH�FRXUW�������Ζ/&6���������D�
����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

ΖOOLQRLV�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�LQGLYLGXDOV�
under domestic violence restrain-
ing orders to surrender their 
weapons to law enforcement for 
WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RUGHU�������
ΖOO��&RPS��6WDW�������$����E�
�������D�������ΖOO��&RPS��6WDW��
�������E��������D��

INDIANA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

ΖQGLDQD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�SHUVRQV�
convicted of domestic battery 
from possessing or carrying a 
handgun unless the person’s 
ULJKW�WR�SRVVHVV�D�ȴUHDUP�KDV�
EHHQ�UHVWRUHG���ΖQG��&RGH�$QQ��ii�
����������F�������������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

8QGHU�ΖQGLDQD�ODZ�D�FRXUW�PD\�
prohibit a person subject to a 
domestic violence restraining 
order from using or possessing a 
ȴUHDUP���7KLV�LQFOXGHV�UHVWUDLQLQJ�
orders involving people in dating 
UHODWLRQVKLSV����ΖQG��&RGH�$QQ��i�
����������F�������I��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

ΖQGLDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

ΖQGLDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that a court issuing a domestic 
violence restraining order may 
require the subject of the order 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�WKHLU�
SRVVHVVLRQ�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��
IRU�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RUGHU��
�ΖQG��&RGH�$QQ��i�����������F�
������I��
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IOWA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

ΖRZD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�D�SHUVRQ�
who has been convicted of a 
misdemeanor crime of domestic 
violence from purchasing or 
SRVVHVVLQJ�D�ȴUHDUP���ΖRZD�&RGH�
i�����������D��

ΖRZD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�FRXUWV�WR�
inform a person convicted of 
domestic violence that he or she 
is prohibited from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�D�ȴUHDUP�XQOHVV�
the conviction is vacated or the 
person’s rights are restored 
XQGHU�VWDWH�ODZ���ΖRZD�&RGH�i�
����������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

ΖRZD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�D�SHUVRQ�
subject to a domestic violence 
restraining order from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV���7KLV�
includes restraining orders issued 
involving people in an “intimate 
UHODWLRQVKLS�ȋ�LQFOXGLQJ�GDWLQJ�
SDUWQHUV����ΖRZD�&RGH�i����������
�D��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

ΖRZD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�FRXUWV�WR�RUGHU�
a domestic violence misde-
PHDQDQW�WR�VHOO�DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�
WKH\�SRVVHVV��WUDQVIHU�WKHP�WR�D�
TXDOLȴHG�WKLUG�SHUVRQ��RU�VXUUHQ-
der them to law enforcement by 
D�VSHFLȴHG�GDWH����ΖRZD�&RGH�i�
����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

ΖRZD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�FRXUWV�WR�
order subjects of a domestic 
violence restraining order to 
VHOO�DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�WKH\�SRVVHVV��
WUDQVIHU�WKHP�WR�D�TXDOLȴHG�WKLUG�
SHUVRQ��RU�VXUUHQGHU�WKHP�WR�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�E\�D�VSHFLȴHG�GDWH���
�ΖRZD�&RGH�i�����������

KANSAS 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

Kansas law does not prohibit 
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Kansas law does not prohibit 
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

Kansas law does not require do-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Kansas law does not require 
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

KENTUCKY 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

.HQWXFN\�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

.HQWXFN\�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

.HQWXFN\�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

.HQWXFN\�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�
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LOUISIANA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

/RXLVLDQD�SURKLELWV�LQGLYLGXDOV�
convicted of misdemeanor 
domestic abuse battery from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�WHQ�\HDUV�
IROORZLQJ�FRQYLFWLRQ���/D��5HY��
6WDW��i���������$����&��

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

/RXLVLDQD�SURKLELWV�LQGLYLGXDOV�
subject to domestic violence 
restraining orders from pos-
VHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��/D��5HY��6WDW��i�
������������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

/RXLVLDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

/RXLVLDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

MAINE 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

�0DLQH�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�RU�DPPXQLWLRQ�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0DLQH�ODZ�SURKLELWV�LQGLYLGXDOV�
subject to domestic violence re-
straining orders from possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�������0DLQH�5HY��6WDW��i�
��������$��������0DLQH�5HY��6WDW��
i��������'��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0DLQH�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0DLQH�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that courts issuing restraining 
orders may require subjects of 
such orders to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV���0DLQH�ODZ�SURYLGHV�
that a person subject to a 
domestic violence restraining 
order that prohibits the person 
IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�D�ȴUHDUP�PXVW��
ZLWKLQ����KRXUV��WXUQ�RYHU�DQ\�
ȴUHDUPV�LQ�KLV�RU�KHU�SRVVHVVLRQ�
to law enforcement or another 
eligible possessor; if the person 
WXUQV�ȴUHDUPV�RYHU�WR�D�SHUVRQ�
RWKHU�WKDQ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��
he or she must inform law 
enforcement of the name and 
address of the individual who 
UHFHLYHG�WKH�ȴUHDUPV���7KH�FRXUW�
issuing the restraining order may 
LVVXH�D�ZDUUDQW�IRU�VHL]XUH�RI�WKH�
ȴUHDUPV�LI�WKH\�DUH�QRW�WXUQHG�
RYHU�������0DLQH�5HY��6WDW��i�
�������$��
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MARYLAND 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

:KLOH�0DU\ODQG�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�H[-
SOLFLWO\�SURKLELW�ȴUHDUP�SXUFKDVHV�
or possession by individuals con-
victed of misdemeanor domestic 
YLROHQFH�FULPH��LW�GRHV�SURKLELW�
purchase and possession by 
persons convicted of a crime of 
YLROHQFH�LQ�0DU\ODQG�RU�DQRWKHU�
VWDWH��RU�D�0DU\ODQG�PLVGHPHDQ-
or that carries a statutory penalty 
RI�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�\HDUV���ZKLFK�
prohibits some domestic violence 
PLVGHPHDQDQWV����0G��&RGH�
$QQ���3XE��6DIHW\�ii�������J���
������E�������F���������E�����

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0DU\ODQG�ODZ�SURKLELWV�SHUVRQV�
subject to a domestic violence 
restraining order from purchasing 
or possessing a handgun or 
DVVDXOW�ZHDSRQ���0G��&RGH�$QQ���
3XE��6DIHW\�i�������E������0G��
&RGH�$QQ���3XE��6DIHW\�i�������E�
�����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0DU\ODQG�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0DU\ODQG�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�SHUVRQV�
subject to domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�WKHLU�SRVVHVVLRQ�
WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��DQG�WR�
refrain from possession of any 
ȴUHDUP�IRU�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
RUGHU���0G��&RGH�$QQ���)DP��/DZ�
i�������I����

MASSACHUSETTS 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ODZ�SURYLGHV�WKDW�
subjects of restraining orders 
protecting “family or household 
PHPEHUVȋ��LQFOXGLQJ�IRUPHU�
DQG�FXUUHQW�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV��
may not purchase or possess 
ȴUHDUPV���0DVV��*HQ��/DZV�FK��
�����i����&�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

8QGHU�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ODZ��D�
court issuing domestic violence 
restraining order must order the 
subject of the order to surrender 
DOO�ȴUHDUPV�LI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�
demonstrates a substantial 
OLNHOLKRRG�RI�LPPHGLDWH�GDQJHU�
RI�DEXVH��8SRQ�EHFRPLQJ�SURKLE-
LWHG�XQGHU�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ODZ��D�
ȴUHDUP�RZQHU�PXVW�VXUUHQGHU�DOO�
ȴUHDUPV�ȊZLWKRXW�GHOD\���0DVV��
*HQ��/DZV�FK�����$��i��%��0DVV��
*HQ��/DZV�FK�������i����'�

MICHIGAN 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

0LFKLJDQ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LFKLJDQ�ODZ�DXWKRUL]HV��EXW�
GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH��FRXUWV�LVVXLQJ�
domestic violence restraining 
RUGHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�RUGHUV�LQYROYLQJ�
GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV��WR�SURKLELW�
subjects of restraining orders 
from purchasing or possessing 
DQ\�ȴUHDUPV���0LFK��&RPS��/DZV�
ii�������������H�����������D�����
����F��������

0LFKLJDQ�ODZ�SURKLELWV�VXEMHFWV�
RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RU�VWDONLQJ�
restraining orders from 
SXUFKDVLQJ�KDQGJXQV���0LFK��
&RPS��/DZV�ii�����������������
������������������D��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0LFKLJDQ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LFKLJDQ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��DOWKRXJK�LW�GRHV�
permit courts issuing orders to 
protect abused children to order 
DQ�DEXVHU�WR�VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV���
�0LFK��&RPS��/DZV����$���D���
�E��
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MINNESOTA
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

0LQQHVRWD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�GR-
PHVWLF�YLROHQFH�PLVGHPHDQDQWV��
including persons convicted of 
VWDONLQJ�FULPHV��IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�
ȴUHDUPV��WKLV�SURKLELWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�
convictions for crimes involving 
GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV���0LQQ��6WDW��i�
���������VXEG�����0LQQ��6WDW��i�
����������VXEG��������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LQQHVRWD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�SHUVRQV�
subject to a domestic violence 
restraining order from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��WKLV�SUR-
hibition includes orders arising 
from incidents involving dating 
SDUWQHUV���ΖI�WKH�FRXUW�LVVXLQJ�VXFK�
an order determines that the 
subject of the order “poses an 
LPPLQHQW�ULVN�RI�FDXVLQJ�DQRWKHU�
SHUVRQ�VXEVWDQWLDO�ERGLO\�KDUP�ȋ�
it is required to direct local law 
HQIRUFHPHQW�WR�WDNH�LPPHGLDWH�
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�WKH�
DEXVHUȇV�SRVVHVVLRQ���0LQQ��6WDW��
i����%�����VXEG������J��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0LQQHVRWD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�
individuals convicted of domestic 
YLROHQFH�PLVGHPHDQRUV��LQFOXG-
LQJ�VWDONLQJ�FULPHV��WR�WUDQVIHU�
DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�WKH\�SRVVHVV�WR�D�
federally licensed gun dealer; 
a law enforcement agency; or a 
third party legally entitled to own 
JXQV���7KH�SHUVRQ�PXVW�ȴOH�SURRI�
RI�WKH�WUDQVIHU�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�DQG��
if the guns have been transferred 
WR�D�WKLUG�SDUW\��WKDW�WKLUG�SDUW\�
PXVW�VLJQ�DQ�DɝGDYLW�XQGHU�RDWK�
agreeing to maintain custody of 
WKH�JXQV���0LQQ��6WDW��i�����������
VXEG����I����J����K���0LQQ��6WDW��i�
���������VXEG����G��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LQQHVRWD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�DQ\�
person subject to a domestic 
violence restraining order 
WR�WUDQVIHU�DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�WR�D�
federally licensed gun dealer; 
a law enforcement agency; or a 
third party legally entitled to own 
JXQV���7KH�SHUVRQ�PXVW�ȴOH�SURRI�
RI�WKH�WUDQVIHU�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�DQG��
if the guns have been transferred 
WR�D�WKLUG�SDUW\��WKDW�WKLUG�SDUW\�
PXVW�VLJQ�DQ�DɝGDYLW�XQGHU�RDWK�
agreeing to maintain custody of 
WKH�JXQV����0LQQ��6WDW��i����%�����
VXEG������J����K��

MISSISSIPPI 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

0LVVLVVLSSL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LVVLVVLSSL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0LVVLVVLSSL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LVVLVVLSSL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

MISSOURI 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

0LVVRXUL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LVVRXUL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0LVVRXUL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0LVVRXUL�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�
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MONTANA
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

0RQWDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV��DOWKRXJK�D�FRQYLFWLQJ�
FRXUW�LQ�0RQWDQD�PD\�SURKLELW�
an abuser from possessing or 
XVLQJ�D�ȴUHDUP�LI�LW�ZDV�XVHG�LQ�
the incident giving rise to the 
FRQYLFWLRQ����0RQW��&RGH�$QQ��i�
������������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0RQWDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
subjects of domestic violence re-
straining orders from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��DOWKRXJK�
a court issuing a restraining 
order may prohibit the subject 
of the order from possessing or 
XVLQJ�D�ȴUHDUP�LI�LW�ZDV�XVHG�LQ�
an assault that gave rise to the 
UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU���0RQW��&RGH�
$QQ��i�������������������I���

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

0RQWDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

0RQWDQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

NEBRASKA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1HEUDVND�ODZ�SURKLELWV�D�SHUVRQ�
convicted of a domestic violence 
PLVGHPHDQRU�FULPH��LQFOXGLQJ�
FULPHV�LQYROYLQJ�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV��
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�IRU�VHYHQ�\HDUV�DIWHU�
WKH�FRQYLFWLRQ����1HE��5HY��6WDW��i�
�����������E�������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HEUDVND�ODZ�DXWKRUL]HV�EXW�
does not require a court issuing 
a domestic violence restraining 
order to prohibit the subject of 
the order from purchasing or 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�
orders arising from incidents 
LQYROYLQJ�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV����1HE��
5HY��6WDW��i�����������J��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1HEUDVND�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HEUDVND�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

NEVADA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1HYDGD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HYDGD�ODZ�DXWKRUL]HV�EXW�GRHV�
not require a court to issuing a 
ȴQDO�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�UHVWUDLQ-
ing order to prohibit the subject 
of the order from possessing 
DQ\�ȴUHDUP�IRU�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�RUGHU��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�RUGHUV�
arising from incidents involving 
GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV���1HY��5HY��6WDW��
$QQ��i�����������E��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1HYDGD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HYDGD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that a court issuing a domestic 
violence restraining order may 
LQFOXGH�D�UHTXLUHPHQW�WKDW��
ZLWKLQ����KRXUV��WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�
WKH�RUGHU�WUDQVIHU�DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�
to a federally licensed gun dealer 
or a person designated by the 
FRXUW��RU�VXUUHQGHU�WKHP�WR�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW���ΖI�WKH�VXEMHFW�
of the order does not comply 
ZLWKLQ����KRXUV��WKH�FRXUW�PD\�
LVVXH�D�ZDUUDQW�IRU�VHL]XUH�RI�WKH�
ȴUHDUPV���1HY��5HY��6WDW��$QQ��i�
����������
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�ODZ�SURKLELWV�
the subject of a domestic violence 
restraining order from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�IRU�WKH�
GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RUGHU���1�+��5HY��
6WDW��$QQ��i�����%���ΖΖ��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�
FRXUWV�LVVXLQJ�D�ȴQDO�GRPHVWLF�
violence restraining order — and 
DXWKRUL]HV��EXW�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH��
courts issuing a temporary 
restraining order — to direct the 
subject of the order to surrender 
DOO�ȴUHDUPV�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
IRU�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RUGHU��
�1�+��5HY��6WDW��$QQ��i�����'����
1�+��5HY��6WDW��$QQ��i�����%���Ζ���
1�+��5HY��6WDW��$QQ��i�����%��Ζ���

NEW JERSEY 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1HZ�-HUVH\�ODZ�SURKLELWV�D�
person convicted of a domestic 
violence misdemeanor crime 
�LQFOXGLQJ�FULPHV�LQYROYLQJ�GDWLQJ�
SDUWQHUV��IURP�SXUFKDVLQJ�RU�
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV����1�-��6WDW��
$QQ��i��&������E����

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�-HUVH\�ODZ�SURKLELWV�
individuals subject to a domestic 
violence restraining order 
to possess or purchase any 
ȴUHDUP��WKLV�LQFOXGHV�RUGHUV�
arising from incidents involving 
GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV���1�-��6WDW��$QQ��i�
�&������F����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1HZ�-HUVH\�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�-HUVH\�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�EXW�LW�GRHV�
provide that courts issuing such 
orders may order the removal 
RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
RɝFHUV��WKH�VWDWH�DOVR�DXWKRUL]HV�
courts issuing domestic violence 
restraining orders to issue a war-
UDQW�IRU�VHL]XUH�RI�DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�
QRW�VXUUHQGHUHG���1�-��6WDW��$QQ��
ii��&�������M���&�������E�����

NEW MEXICO 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1HZ�0H[LFR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�0H[LFR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLE-
it individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUP�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1HZ�0H[LFR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�0H[LFR�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�
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NEW YORK 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1HZ�<RUN�ODZ�SURKLELWV�SHUVRQV�
FRQYLFWHG�RI�VSHFLȴF�GRPHVWLF�
violence-related misdemeanors 
from obtaining a license to 
SXUFKDVH�RU�SRVVHVV�ȴUHDUPV��
�1�<��3HQDO�/DZ�ii������������
�����������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�<RUN�ODZ�SURKLELWV�D�SHUVRQ�
subject to a domestic violence 
restraining order from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�LI�WKH�
circumstances giving rise to the 
restraining order meet certain 
FULWHULD��H�J���WKH�DEXVHU�XVHG�
RU�WKUHDWHQHG�WR�XVH�D�ȴUHDUP��
RU�LQȵLFWHG�SK\VLFDO�LQMXU\�RQ�
WKH�YLFWLP���1�<��)DP��&W��$FW�i�
����D����������i��������D��������
1�<��&ULP��3URF��/DZ�ii������������
����������D�������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1HZ�<RUN�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�FRXUWV�WR�
order persons convicted of or 
FKDUJHG�ZLWK��EXW�QRW�\HW�FRQYLFW-
HG�RI��FHUWDLQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
misdemeanors to immediately 
VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV�LI�WKHUH�LV�D�
VXEVWDQWLDO�ULVN�WKH�SHUVRQ�PD\�
XVH�RU�WKUHDWHQ�WR�XVH�D�ȴUHDUP�
DJDLQVW�DQ�DEXVH�YLFWLP���1�<��
&ULP��3URF��/DZ�ii������������
����������E�������E��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1HZ�<RUN�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�WKH�
LPPHGLDWH�VXUUHQGHU�RI�ȴUHDUPV�
by persons subject to domestic 
YLROHQFH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV���1�<��
&ULP��3URF��/DZ�ii�����������D���
�E�������D���1�<��)DP��&W��$FW�i�
����D����D����E������D���1�<��3HQDO�
/DZ�i�����������

NORTH CAROLINA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1RUWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�RU�DPPXQLWLRQ�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1RUWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�WKH�
subject of a domestic violence 
restraining order from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��WKLV�
includes orders arising from 
LQFLGHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�RSSRVLWH�VH[�
GDWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV���1�&��*HQ��
6WDW��i����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1RUWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1RUWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�
persons subject to temporary or 
emergency restraining orders 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�WR�ODZ�
enforcement if they pose a threat 
WR�WKHPVHOYHV�RU�RWKHUV���1�&��
*HQ��6WDW��i���%�����

NORTH DAKOTA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

1RUWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1RUWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals subject to do-
mestic violence restraining orders 
IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

1RUWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence misde-
PHDQDQWV�WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUH-
DUPV�EXW�LW�GRHV�DXWKRUL]H�FRXUWV�
WR�RUGHU�VXUUHQGHU�RI�ȴUHDUPV�
by a person charged with — but 
QRW�FRQYLFWHG�RI�ȃ�VWDONLQJ��
KDUDVVPHQW��D�VH[�RHQVH��RU�D�
crime or threat of violence who is 
UHOHDVHG�EHIRUH�WULDO��LI�WKH�FRXUW�
has probable cause to believe 
WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�LV�OLNHO\�WR�XVH��
GLVSOD\��RU�WKUHDWHQ�WR�XVH�D�ȴUH-
DUP�LQ�DQ�DFW�RI�YLROHQFH����1�'��
&HQW��&RGH�i��������������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

1RUWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�EXW�LW�
does provide that courts issuing 
such orders may order subjects 
of domestic violence restraining 
RUGHUV�WR�VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV�
if there is reasonable cause to be-
OLHYH�WKDW�WKH�ȴUHDUP�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�
in future violence; this includes 
orders arising from incidents 
LQYROYLQJ�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV����1�'��
&HQW��&RGH�i���������������J���
1�'��&HQW��&RGH�i���������������
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OHIO 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

Ohio law does not prohibit 
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Ohio law does not prohibit 
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders 
IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�RU�
DPPXQLWLRQ�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

Ohio law does not require do-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Ohio law does not require 
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

OKLAHOMA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

2NODKRPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

2NODKRPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

2NODKRPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

2NODKRPD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

OREGON 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

Oregon law does not prohibit 
all individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Oregon law does not prohibit 
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

Oregon law does not require do-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Oregon law does not require 
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

PENNSYLVANIA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

3HQQV\OYDQLD�ODZ�SURKLELW�
individuals from purchasing 
RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�LI�WKH\�
are federally prohibited as a 
result of a misdemeanor crime 
RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�XQGHU����
8�6�&������J�����������3D��&�6��i�
�����F�����

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

3HQQV\OYDQLD�ODZ�DXWKRUL]HV�EXW�
does not require courts issuing 
domestic violence restraining 
orders to prohibit the subjects of 
WKH�RUGHU�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUH-
arms; this includes orders arising 
from incidents involving current 
RU�IRUPHU�VH[XDO�RU�LQWLPDWH�
SDUWQHUV������3D��&�6��ii������D���
�����D����������D�����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

3HQQV\OYDQLD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�
any person prohibited from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�EHFDXVH�RI�D�
misdemeanor domestic violence 
FRQYLFWLRQ�WR�WUDQVIHU�WKHLU�ȴUH-
arms to a non-prohibited person 
�ZKR�PD\�QRW�EH�D�PHPEHU�RI�
WKH�SHUVRQȇV�KRXVHKROG��ZLWKLQ�
ȊD�UHDVRQDEOH�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��QRW�
WR�H[FHHG����GD\V�ȋ������3D��&�6��i�
�����D�����L��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

3HQQV\OYDQLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders to sur-
UHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�ODZ�EXW�LW�
provides that courts may require 
surrender and orders individuals 
UHTXLUHG�WR�UHOLQTXLVK�ȴUHDUPV�RU�
ammunition to surrender them 
WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��D�OLFHQVHG�
GHDOHU��RU�D�WKLUG�SDUW\�ZKR�KDV�
UHFHLYHG�D�VSHFLDO�ȊVDIHNHHSLQJ�
SHUPLWȋ�IURP�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��
����3D��&�6��ii�������������
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RHODE ISLAND 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

5KRGH�ΖVODQG�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�RU�DPPXQLWLRQ�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

5KRGH�ΖVODQG�DXWKRUL]HV�FRXUWV�
issuing domestic violence 
restraining orders to prohibit 
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders from purchas-
LQJ�RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV���5�Ζ��
*HQ��/DZV�ii���������D�������F���
��������D�����

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

5KRGH�ΖVODQG�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

5KRGH�ΖVODQG�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders to sur-
UHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�ODZ�EXW�LW�
provides that courts may require 
SHUVRQV�SURKLELWHG�IURP�ȴUHDUP�
ownership by domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
ȴUHDUPV�WR�D�OLFHQVHG�GHDOHU��
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��RU�D�WKLUG�SDUW\�
WKDW�LV�QRW�SURKLELWHG���)LUHDUPV�
PXVW�EH�GLVSRVHG�RI�ZLWKLQ����
hours of a when a restraining 
order was issued if the subject 
was at the court hearing where 
WKH�ȴQDO�RUGHU�ZDV�LVVXHG��RU�
ZLWKLQ����KRXUV�LI�WKH�RUGHU�ZDV�
issued at a hearing the subject 
GLG�QRW�DWWHQG���5�Ζ��*HQ��/DZV�ii�
��������G�����������G��

SOUTH CAROLINA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

6RXWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals convicted of 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�RU�DPPXQLWLRQ�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

6RXWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit individuals subject to 
domestic violence restraining 
RUGHUV�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�
RU�DPPXQLWLRQ���

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

6RXWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

6RXWK�&DUROLQD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

SOUTH DAKOTA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

6RXWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�DQ\�
person who has been convicted 
of a misdemeanor domestic 
violence crime from possessing 
D�ȴUHDUP�IRU�RQH�\HDU�DIWHU�WKH�
FRQYLFWLRQ���6�'��&RGLȴHG�/DZV�i�
�����������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

6RXWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
prohibit subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

6RXWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence misde-
PHDQDQWV�WR�VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV�
they own but does require that 
D�ȴUHDUP�XVHG�E\�D�GRPHVWLF�
violence misdemeanant must be 
“delivered to the arresting agency 
RU��DW�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�DWWRUQH\�
JHQHUDO��WR�WKH�6RXWK�'DNRWD�)R-
UHQVLF�/DERUDWRU\�ȋ���6�'��&RGLȴHG�
/DZV�i���$�������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

6RXWK�'DNRWD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��EXW�LW�
does provide that courts issuing 
a domestic violence restraining 
order may require the subject of 
the order to “surrender any dan-
gerous weapon in his possession 
WR�ORFDO�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�ȋ���6�'��
&RGLȴHG�/DZV�i����������
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TENNESSEE 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

Tennessee law prohibit individ-
XDOV�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�
if have been convicted of an 
RHQVH�WKDW�PHHWV�WKH�IHGHUDO�
GHȴQLWLRQ�RI�D�PLVGHPHDQRU�
FULPH�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�LQ����
8�6�&������D��������7HQQ��&RGH�
$QQ��i������������I�����$��

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Tennessee law prohibits posses-
VLRQ�RI�ȴUHDUPV�E\�SHUVRQV�ZKR�
are subject to a domestic violence 
restraining order that meets the 
IHGHUDO�VWDQGDUGV�LQ����8�6�&��
i�����J�������7HQQ��&RGH�$QQ��i�
�����������I�����%��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

Tennessee law requires that any 
person convicted of domestic 
DVVDXOW�PXVW�ȊWHUPLQDWHȋ�SRVVHV-
VLRQ�RI�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�WKH�SHUVRQ�
RZQV�RU�SRVVHVVHV���7HQQ��&RGH�
$QQ��i�����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

7HQQHVVHH�ODZ�SURYLGHV�WKDW��
upon issuance of a domestic vio-
lence restraining order that meets 
WKH�IHGHUDO�VWDQGDUGV�LQ����8�6�&��
i�����J������WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKH�
RUGHU�PXVW�ȊGLVSRVVHVVȋ�KLPVHOI�
RI�DOO�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�KLV�SRVVHVVLRQ�
ZLWKLQ����KRXUV����7HQQ��&RGH�
$QQ��i����������D��

TEXAS 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

7H[DV�ODZ�SURKLELWV�ȴUHDUP�
possession by domestic violence 
PLVGHPHDQDQWV�IRU�ȴYH�\HDUV�
following their release from 
FRQȴQHPHQW�RU�VXSHUYLVLRQ��
this includes persons convicted 
of misdemeanors for abuse 
LQYROYLQJ�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV����7H[��
3HQDO�&RGH�i�������E���7H[��)DP��
&RGH�ii��������������������������
�������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

7H[DV�ODZ�SURKLELWV�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�
a domestic violence restraining 
RUGHU�WR�SRVVHVV�ȴUHDUPV��VZRUQ��
IXOO�WLPH��SDLG�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
RɝFHUV�DUH�H[HPSWHG�IURP�WKLV�
SURKLELWLRQ���7H[DV�3HQDO�&RGH�
i�������F��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

7H[DV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

7H[DV�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders abusers to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

UTAH 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

8WDK�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

8WDK�ODZ�DXWKRUL]HV�EXW�GRHV�QRW�
require courts issuing domestic 
violence restraining orders to 
prohibit individuals from pur-
FKDVLQJ�RU�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV���
�8WDK�&RGH�$QQ��ii���%���������
�G�����%����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

8WDK�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

8WDK�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�
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VERMONT 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

9HUPRQW�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

9HUPRQW�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��DOWKRXJK�
the general restraining order 
statute allows courts to issue any 
provisions they deem “necessary 
WR�SURWHFWȋ�DQ�DEXVH�YLFWLP��DQG�
WKH�9HUPRQW�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�
KDV�UHFRJQL]HG�WKLV�SRZHU�DV�
VXɝFLHQWO\�EURDG�WR�DOORZ�FRXUWV�
to prohibit subjects of restraining 
RUGHUV�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV���
����9�6�$��i������F���VHH�%HQVRQ�
Y��0XVFDUL������9W�����9W��������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

9HUPRQW�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

9HUPRQW�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that courts issuing a domestic 
violence restraining order may re-
quire the subject of the order to 
VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV�LI�ȊQHFHVVDU\�
WR�SURWHFWȋ�DQ�DEXVH�YLFWLP��DQG�D�
ODZ�SDVVHG�LQ������HVWDEOLVKHV�D�
procedure by which a prohibited 
person is required to turn over 
ȴUHDUPV�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RU�D�
WKLUG�SDUW\�������9�6�$��i������F���
9HUPRQW�+�%�������������

VIRGINIA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

9LUJLQLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

9LUJLQLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV��DOWKRXJK�
it does prohibit such persons 
from purchasing or carrying 
ȴUHDUPV��DQG�UHTXLUHV�KROGHUV�
of concealed handgun permits to 
surrender their permits for the 
GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURWHFWLYH�RUGHU���
�9D��&RGH�$QQ��i��������������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

9LUJLQLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�GR-
mestic violence misdemeanants 
WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

9LUJLQLD�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�DQ\�
person subject to a domestic 
violence restraining order who 
FDUULHV�D�ȴUHDUP�PXVW�IRUIHLW�
WKH�ȴUHDUP��EXW�LW�GRHV�QRW�
require that persons subject to 
VXFK�RUGHUV�VXUUHQGHU�ȴUHDUPV�
WKH\�SRVVHVV����9D��&RGH�$QQ��i�
������������

WASHINGTON
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

:DVKLQJWRQ�ODZ�SURKLELWV�ȴUHDUP�
possession for anyone convicted 
of most domestic violence mis-
GHPHDQRUV�DIWHU��������:DVK��
5HY��&RGH�$QQ��ii�����������
���������������������������

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:DVKLQJWRQ�ODZ�SURKLELWV�ȴUHDUP�
possession by subjects of domes-
tic violence restraining orders; 
this includes orders arising 
from incidents involving dating 
SDUWQHUV���:DVK��5HY��&RGH�$QQ��
i����������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

:DVKLQJWRQ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��EXW�LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�
that courts may order domestic 
violence misdemeanants to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV����:DVK��
5HY��&RGH�$QQ��ii�������������F���
���������

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:DVKLQJWRQ�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�FRXUWV�
to order subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV���:DVK��
5HY��&RGH�$QQ��i�������������
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WEST VIRGINIA 
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

:HVW�9LUJLQLD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�D�
person convicted of a misde-
meanor domestic violence crime 
from purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV��WKLV�LQFOXGHV�SHUVRQV�
convicted of abusing a current or 
IRUPHU�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHU����:��9D��
&RGH�ii��������D����������E����F��

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:HVW�9LUJLQLD�ODZ�SURKLELWV�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining from possessing 
ȴUHDUPV���:��9D��&RGH�ii�������
����E�����������D�����)��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

:HVW�9LUJLQLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require domestic violence 
misdemeanants to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:HVW�9LUJLQLD�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�
require subjects of domestic 
violence restraining orders to 
VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�

WISCONSIN
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

:LVFRQVLQ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:LVFRQVLQ�ODZ�DXWKRUL]HV�FRXUWV�
issuing domestic violence 
restraining orders to prohibit 
ȴUHDUP�SRVVHVVLRQ�E\�WKH�VXEMHFW�
RI�WKH�RUGHU��DQG�FULPLQDOL]HV�
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�ȴUHDUP�E\�VXE-
jects of such orders; this includes 
orders arising out of incidents 
LQYROYLQJ�GDWLQJ�SDUWQHUV����:LV��
6WDW��ii����������P������������
�I����J�������G����H��

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

:LVFRQVLQ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:LVFRQVLQ�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�FRXUWV�
issuing domestic violence 
restraining orders to require sub-
jects of those orders to surrender 
DQ\�ȴUHDUPV�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
RU�WR�DQ�DSSURYHG��QRQ�SURKLE-
LWHG�WKLUG�SDUW\���:LV��6WDW��ii�
��������P������������P��

WYOMING
MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CONVICTIONS

:\RPLQJ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals convicted of domestic 
violence misdemeanors from 
purchasing or possessing 
ȴUHDUPV�

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:\RPLQJ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�SURKLELW�
individuals subject to domestic 
violence restraining orders from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE MISDEMEANANTS

:\RPLQJ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
domestic violence misde-
meanants to surrender their 
ȴUHDUPV�

DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS 
BY PROHIBITED SUBJECTS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDERS

:\RPLQJ�ODZ�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�
subjects of domestic violence 
restraining orders to surrender 
WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�
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V\OYDQLD��5KRGH�ΖVODQG��6RXWK�'DNRWD�DQG�9HUPRQW�

59. 0LQQHVRWD�+�)�������6�������9HUPRQW�+������:DVKLQJ-

WRQ�+�������:LVFRQVLQ�$�%�������9HUPRQW�ODZ��KRZHYHU��
RQO\�UHTXLUHV�VXUUHQGHU�E\�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�VXEMHFWV�LI�
the court orders it.

60. /DXUD�%DVVHWW�DQG�&KULVWLQD�:LONLH��7KH�15$�4XLHWO\�
%DFNV�'RZQ�RQ�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH��+XɝQJWRQ�3RVW��$SU��
����������DW�KWWS���KX�WR��UN0;*��
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